Module 3 Lesson 4
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Design Principles Priority Worksheet
Use this worksheet to clarify which design principles matter most to your project and communicate them clearly to your architect. Not every principle carries equal weight for every homeowner — ranking them helps your design team make aligned decisions when trade-offs arise.
Project Title: ___________________________________________________________
Date: ___________________________________________________________________
1. Clean Lines
Minimal ornamentation, crisp edges, and restrained detailing.
What this means for our home:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Cost/complexity implications we accept:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Specific examples or references:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

2. Honesty of Materials
Letting materials express their true nature rather than concealing them behind finishes.
What this means for our home:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Cost/complexity implications we accept:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Specific examples or references:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

3. Openness & Transparency
Blurring the boundary between inside and outside through glass, open plans, and visual connections.
What this means for our home:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Cost/complexity implications we accept:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Specific examples or references:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

4. Landscape Integration
Designing the home as an extension of its site rather than an object placed upon it.
What this means for our home:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Cost/complexity implications we accept:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Specific examples or references:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

5. Reduction to Essentials
Eliminating the unnecessary to let what remains carry greater meaning.
What this means for our home:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Cost/complexity implications we accept:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Specific examples or references:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

6. Emphasis on Proportion
Relying on spatial relationships, scale, and rhythm rather than decoration for visual impact.
What this means for our home:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Cost/complexity implications we accept:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Specific examples or references:
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Priority Ranking
	Rank
	Design Principle
	Why This Matters Most/Least to Us

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	



Top 3 Non-Negotiable Design Moves
Design Move 1: _________________________________________________________
Budget allocation or implication: ________________________________________
Design Move 2: _________________________________________________________
Budget allocation or implication: ________________________________________
Design Move 3: _________________________________________________________
Budget allocation or implication: ________________________________________
Notes for Your Architect
Use this space to capture anything else your architect should understand about your design sensibility — favorite buildings, travel experiences, materials you love or hate, deal-breakers.

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Next Steps
Share this completed worksheet with your architect during your next design meeting.
Discuss any conflicts or trade-offs between principles and establish your design team's decision-making framework.
Reference this worksheet throughout the design phase to keep decisions aligned with your core values.
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